COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW, SUITE 406
WASHINGON, DC 20004
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WENDELL E. FELDER Committee Member
Ward 7 Councilmember Business and Economic Development
Health

Human Services
Judiciary and Public Safety
Public Works and Operations

March 5, 2025

Clint Osborn, Director

Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency
Mayor’s Special Events Task Group

2720 Martin Luther King, Jr., Avenue, 2" Floor
Washington, DC 20032

Dear Director Osborn,

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed Juneteenth Parade along the Pennsylvania
Avenue East corridor in Ward 7.

Juneteenth, observed on June 19th, commemorates the day in 1865 when the last enslaved African
Americans in Galveston, Texas, learned of their freedom—more than two years after the Emancipation
Proclamation was issued. Over the years, it has become a national symbol of resilience, reflection, and
the ongoing pursuit of justice and equality.

The proposed Juneteenth parade represents more than a celebration—it is an opportunity to strengthen
community ties, foster social cohesion, and create a shared sense of pride and belonging in an area that
deeply benefits from such unifying events. By bringing together residents, businesses, and local
organizations, the parade can serve as a powerful catalyst for cultural expression, economic
opportunity, and collective joy.

The Ward 7 Juneteenth Parade Committee’s vision to host this event along Pennsylvania Avenue, SE,
culminating in a celebration at Anacostia Park, is a meaningful step toward uplifting our community. I
urge your favorable consideration of the permit, as this event will provide a space for connection,
cultural appreciation, and positive engagement for all who call this area home.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your favorable response.

Sincerely,

e 7N/ -7

Ward 7 Councilmember Wendell Felder



